Abuse Case' 
Has New 

-HU) MiS'i 311962 

Defendant 

WAJLNU^ CREEK ^ Ron- 
nie<Hick^oday was nainuii' 
lir^grTfeFendant in the alleged 
mistreatment of young stu¬ 
dents at Mrs. Eileen Han¬ 
son’s Stagg Manor School for 
the Mentally Retarded at Dan¬ 
ville. 

Hicks is to be arraigned on , 
the complaint issued by the 
district attorney’s office to¬ 
morrow at 9 a.m. in Walnut 
Creek Municipal Court. 

Mrs. Hanson, Hick’s moth¬ 
er-! -law, was arrested on 
March 27 on charges of ne¬ 
glecting and abusing children 
in the home, following an in¬ 
vestigation by county and 
state authorities. She has 
pleaded innocent to the ac¬ 
cusations and faces trial 
Wednesday in the Walnut 
Creek court. 

The decision to also charge 
Hicks, said Deputy Dist. Atty. 
William H i g h a m , followed 
further investigation by the 
district attorney’s office. 








Def^antj P||ads Innocent 
In Stagg School Abuse Case 


WALNWXREEK -j pnn.i 
Lee(^cks^ named as a | 
second defend^t in charges 
concerning alleged mistreat¬ 
ment of young students at the 
Stagg Manor School for Re¬ 
tarded in Danville, pleased 
innocent at his arraignment 
in Walnut Creek Municipal 
Court this morning. 

Hicks, 25, and his mother- 
in-law, Mrs. Eileen Hanson, 
who was named in the orig¬ 
inal charges, both appeared 
in court this morning with 


their attorney Thomas F. Mc¬ 
Bride to hear reading of an 
amended complaint. Mrs. 
Hanson also has pleaded inno¬ 
cent. 

Dep. Dist. Atty. WHliam 
Higham said two more chil¬ 
dren have been added to the 
complaint which carges the 
defendants with neglect and 
abuse of several of their stu¬ 
dents. 

A jury trial on the charge 
will begin Wednesday morn¬ 
ing in Walnut Creek Municipal 
Court. 










P Called in 

Pair s Child Cruelty Trial 

WAT ^TTT'T' _ _ 


WALNUT CREEK — Selec- 
lection of a jury continued 
here today in Municipal Court 
for the trial of Mrs. Eileen 
Hanson ajKT^her^ son-in-law 
1( HickSj>f DanviUe,’ 
on cRarg^Tnistreating stu- 

^ i ® school for 

letaided children 

Of 59 po¬ 
tential jurors called for the 

ftfifri after a 

full day of questioning yester¬ 
day to select the final 12 

Judge Betsy Fitzfferald 
Rahn closed yesterday with 
having another jury pan el 


court appearance at 9:30 a m 
today. ' ■ 

Seventeen combined chal¬ 
lenges still remain for the 
prosecution, represented by 
Deputy Dist. Atty. WiUiam R. 
H i g h a m; and defense at- 
Thomas F. McBride 
and Edward L. Merrill rep¬ 
resenting Mrs. Hanson’and 
Hicks, respectively. 

operator of 
V II Manor School on 

Kelly Lane, Danville, was ar- 
March by county 
officials on a complaint 
charging abuse, neglect and 
mistreatment of several per- 


©afelanha^rribunc 17 

Thurs.,Sept.6,1962 DC 


sons of varying ages at the 
school. 

Hicks was named later as 
co-defendant in an amended 
complaint. The pair have 
denied all charges. 

The State Department of 
Mental Hygiene also has 
moved for revocation of Mrs 
Hanson’s license to operate 
the school, on similar charges 
but a hearing date on the lat- 

tmlater" continued 

Remarks interpolated at 
various times by attorneys 
during yesterday’s prospec- 
tive jury selection indicated 
the toal may extend over two 
or three weeks. 













Attorney Charges 
Elements of Sadism 

W/^NUT CREEK - Pres- 
entation of the prosecution’s 
case against two defendants 
charged with mistreating re¬ 
tarded childi'en in a Danville 
private boarding school con¬ 
tinued today with the testi¬ 
mony of a mother. 

The hearing of witnesses 
got under way in Walnut 
Creek Municipal Court yes¬ 
terday after a day and a half 
taken to select the jury of 
four men and eight women. 

Defendants are Mi*s. Eileen 
Hanson, operator-of the Stagg 
Manor SchooL-'hnd fter son-in- ■ 
law, Ronaly Hicks/ both of 
who m p l g aifciM mocent to a 
Contra Costtf Sheriff’s Office 
complaint last March accus¬ 
ing them of abuse, neglect 
and mistreatment of children 
left in the school’s care. 

JURY TRIAL ASiED 
Defendants requested the 
jury trial. 

Dept. Dist. Atty. WiUiam R. 
Higham, in his opening state¬ 
ment to the jury yesterday, 
said he planned to call a num¬ 
ber of parents, staff people, 
doctors, psychologists and 
others as witnesses, plus 
some of the school inmates 
themselves if they can be le- 

g^y 

At one pouii, Higham 
charged “There are actually 
elements of sadism involved 
on the part of the de¬ 
fendants.” 

Defense attorneys Thomas 
F. McBride and Edward L. 
Merrill withheld opening 
statements until presentation 
of their cases. ' 

SON WAS INMATE 
Mrs. Erma L. Drummond ' 
of Los Gatos, whose son was ^ 
a former occupant of the 
school until she removed him ^ 
last February, testified yes¬ 
terday she had found the ^ 
school “run down,” her son in * 
an “increasingly dirty condi- ^ 
tion” and that his feet were 
frostbitten when she took him ' 
home for a Christmas visit ' 
last December. t 

She testifed further that « 
appointments with an ortho¬ 
dontist for his dental care t 
had been neglected by Mrs. c 
Hanson, and that diet ar- s 
rangements for her son, who i 
was prone to overweight, 1 
' went from one extreme to the 1 
other, resulting in his becom- 1 
ing underweight. She said she ] 
finally removed him from the 
school’s care on doctor’s 
orders. ; 

McBride, on cross examina¬ 
tion, sought to show that Mrs. [ 
Hanson was fully cooperative . 
with Mrs. Drummond in care 
of the latter’s son, and that 
dissatisfactions which arose 
over the child’s management 
were the result of difficulties ' 
inherent in caring for a re¬ 
tarded child. • 











WALNUT CREEK - Leeal 
wrMgles over the admissi¬ 
bility and applicability of evi- 
ence marked the second day 
of testimony yesterday in the 
jury trial of two persons 
charged with mistreating re¬ 
tarded chUdren in a private 
boarding school in Danville 

Ri^"“«pal Judge Betsy' f. 
Rahn allowed afternoon testi- 
mony by IVIrs. Catherine R^. 

Sani worker with the 

Santa Clara County Welfare 
epartment, to resume only 
Mter a near hour-long legal 
debate m her chambers wiS 
attorneys and pnncipals in the 

CONFIDENTIAL FILES 

admissibility 
of evidence from confidential 
Wes with vvhich Mrs. Rollins 
was refreshing her memory. 
■‘iCQey Edwai’d L. Mer- 

|l£tllSi>dn-law, Mrs. Eileen 
_ Janson, operator of the Stagg 
iVfanor School. oStfd 

®^jJ“ceSy£nly to £ 

the minds of jurors. 

® ^ial was recessed until 
^ completion- 
examination of 
fohn^ R prosecution witness, 
c,°u" supervising con- 

Denfr CalifornTa 

Department ef „enta, 

testimony 

te^t ifv°r'”'’ .f^eniPts to 

;;£.‘a'p-rM 

DeV‘?r.;!e?sra''is 

tense attorneys. 

men/^n depart¬ 

ment oversees the operaUon 

nd standards of some 400 

fh^m® schools fS? 

the mentally ill and retarded 
testified he had made a sur¬ 
vey last Auguest at the home 
operated by Mrs. HansL and 
made an unannounced visit in 
F e b r u a r y after receiving 
serious reports.” ^ 

^ome 

was not up to state standards 

samtation, amount of food on 

Sf m the content 

?;.,^®^ical records and 
building maintenance. 












WaI&TDT creek — The 

jury trial of two defendants 
charged with mistreating In¬ 
mates at a private school for 
the retarded plodded into its 
fifth day today with renewed 
verbal wrangles between op¬ 
posing attorneys. 

Only five witnesses have 
testified up till this morning. 
In the high misdemeanor com¬ 
plaint filed by Contra Costa 
County against Mrs. Eileen 
Hanson, operator of the Stage 
Manor School in DanviHe^, a' ‘ 
her son-in-law, «Ronald\Hicks, 

Deputy Dist. 

R. Higham and Mrs. Hanson’s 
attorney, Thomas F. McBride, 
each charged the other with 


jj'Mistreatmmt' Trial 

“misconduct” yestei’day and igavel-banging admonition 
at one point became so em-|from Walnut Creek Municipal 
broiled in verbal argumen®ourt Judge Betsy F. Rahn. 
during witness John Barr '.'M Barr, a representative of 
testimony, they brought "Iphe Bureau of Private Institu¬ 


tions, State Department of 
Mental Hygiene, had been 
testifying concerning his find¬ 
ings on visits to Stagg Manor 
last February and in August. 
1961. 

McBride characterized Barr 
as a “hostile witness” and 


feaid he had a right to know 
(That was in reports on Barr’s 
rlier visits. The state also 
has a hearing pending on tlie 
Dssible revocation of Mrs. 
janson’s license. 

Barr, in testimony yester- 
Etay, also added he did not be¬ 


lieve the supervision at Staggj 
Manor was adequate for the 
number of people he found 
there. 

Other witnesses yesterday 
were Dr. Richard Finner 
from Sonoma; Mrs. Ida Glas-* 
per, the Stagg Manor cook;, 
and Mrs. Victoria Rabbiosa 











lieve the supervision at Stagg 
Manor was adequate for the 
number of people he found 
there. 

Other witnesses yesterday 
were Dr. Richard Finner 
from Sonoma; Mrs. Ida Glas-] 
per, the Stagg Manor cook; 
and Mrs. Victoria Rabbiosa 


of Chowchilla, mother of one 
of the children formerly in 
the school. 

Mrs. Rabbiosi said her son 
had suffered weight losses 
jand fungus on his hands, both 
Conditions clearing up after 
mis removal from the school. 





3 Testify 
At Hanson 



WALNUT CREEK — The 
prolonged trial of two defend¬ 
ants for alleged mistreatment 
of young charges at Stagg 
Manor School, Danville, re¬ 
sumed a half hour earlier here 
today after restive jurors 
sought a speedup in proce¬ 
dure. 

Among witnesses yesterday 
were the mother of a former 
student at the boarding school 
_ior . retarded children and 
adults operated by Mrs. Ei¬ 
leen Hanson, and two former 
housekeeper - cooks at the 
school once employed there 
only briefly. 

Mrs. Hanson is principal de¬ 
fendant in the jury trial. The 
mother related weight loss by 
her child. 

A former housemother-cook 
was called by the prosecution 
as a corroborating witness to 
the condition of a student re¬ 
portedly whipp( 



by co-defendant Ronaldfkicks 


She said she fbum 


dent bleeding and bruised 
after Hicks left his room. 

Hicks’ attorney, Edward L. 
Merrill, began laying a foun¬ 
dation for impeachment in ri¬ 
gorous cross examination, 
presumably on the basis of his 
contention that the witness 
had made conflicting state¬ 
ments to others as to what 
she actually saw and did. 





In Hanson 
Jury Trial 


WALNUT CREEK — With a 
few more witnesses yet to be 
called, the prosecution may 
rest its case this week in the 
jury trial of two defendants 
charged with mistreatment of 
children at Stagg Manor 
School for the retarded. 

Yesterday’s testimony in¬ 
cluded that of a county sanitar¬ 
ian, a deputy sheriff, and Mrs. 
Florence Drummond, sheriff’s 
juvenile control officer. 

The latter was arresting of¬ 
ficer in the county complaint 
naming Mrs. Eileen Hanson, 
operator of the Danville.school, 
as defendant. Mrs^^aheon’s 
son-in-law. ^onaldlHi cksjub- 
sequently "was name^“Tf^ co¬ 
defendant. 

A belt allegedly used to beat 
children in disciplinary actions 
at the school was offered in 
evidence by the prosecution. 

Mrs. Drummond acknowl¬ 
edged under cross examina¬ 
tion that she previously had 
advised several parents that 
the Stagg Manor School was 
under investigation by both 
the county and state and that 
she suggested to parents to 
take the students home for 
visits. 

Mrs. H a n s 0 n’s attorney, 
Thomas McBride, made it a 
point to note that Mrs. Drum¬ 
mond is under temporary 
court injunction now to re- 
I frain from interfering with 
! the school’s operation. 






Rests 
ome Case 


WALNUT CREEK — The 
prosecution finally rested its 
case yesterday in the trial of 
Mrs. Eileen Hanson aad'TiefN 
son-in-law, ^R^o^ a 1 ^Hick^ 
They are accuset Trif 
ment of students at the Stagg 
Manor School for the retard¬ 
ed at Danville. 

Except for some recess 
days, the trial has been under 
way in Walnut Creek Munici¬ 
pal Court since Sept. 5. 

Deputy Dist. A tty. Williiam 
Higham rested the prosecu¬ 
tion’s case about noon. The 
prosecution has been paint¬ 
ing a picture of poor nutrition, 
poor sanitation, and occasion¬ 
al beatings of students at the 
school. 

Mrs. Hanson’s attorney, 
Thomas McBride, led off by 
calling the registrar of San 
Francisco State College in an 
attempt to discredit testimony 
given by a prosecution wit¬ 
ness, Mrs. Marguerite Cone, 
former teacher at Stagg Man¬ 
or, earlier in the trial. 

During her testimony, Mrs. 
Cone had said she was a grad¬ 
uate of San Francisco State 
and received a BA degree. 

McBride’s witness said col¬ 
lege records showed Mrs. 
Cone as a student but did not 
reflect that she had completed 
graduation, nor received the 
degree. 

Attempts by McBride to re¬ 
call Mrs. Cone from her Dan¬ 
ville home to reappear in 
court were delayed when she 


could not be reached imme¬ 
diately. 

McBride also called Mr. and 
Mrs. Everet T. Shaver, high 
school teachers at lone, who 
'have a son still enrolled at 
Stagg Manor. Mrs. Shaver 
said her son has been happy 
at the school, that he likes the 
Hanson family, that he has 
been well fed and that the 
home is kept immaculate. 

McBride also called four 
different tradespeople who re¬ 
lated favorable impressions of 
Stagg Manor. 














ueTenaanT 






Case Heard 


WALNUT CREEK — Mrs. 
EUeen Hanson, principal de¬ 
fendant in the Stagg Manor 
School jury trial over alleged 
mistreatment of children, took 
the witness stand in her o%vn 
defense yesterday. 

Questioned by her attorney, 
Thomas McBride, she calmly 
related her methods of con¬ 
ducting the school, caring for 
the chUdren, teaching them 
“good manners” and added 
that some of the sanitation 
problems brought out by the 
prosecution were the result of 
a lii m pnr m T 

ure which she tried to remedy i 
immediately. ! 

The defense in early testi¬ 
mony elicited information 
that 21 acres of the Ethelwyn 
Watts estate, which encircles 


the three-acre Stagg Manor 
School site at Danville, had_ 
been sold for $83,206 and re¬ 
corded by title insurance as of ^ 
Jan. 25, 1962. 1 

One of the three ‘‘holding ; 
principals was named as J., 
Stephen Casalina, an Oakland 
attorney. Yesterday, McBride 
sought to have Casalina 
brought into court to testily 
but was advised by telephone 
that Casalina would refuse to 
divulge the principal parties of 
interest in tiie land ^ans- 
action, even if subpenaed. 

Recognizing the attorney- 
client relationship, prosecutor 
William Higham, 
and attorney Edward MejriU, 
represen ti^i'g'^vpo-def end- 
ant Ronal d ftic ks^ll stipu- 
lated^TXaSSIma would not 
be called. 

Indications were that the 
trial, under way since Sept. 
5 may go to the jury for deci¬ 
sion about mid-week. 




End Near 
Jn Record 

i.TElD 0CL9.-1962 

Jury Trial 

WALNUT CREEK — The 
longest Municipal Court jury 
trial in Contra Costa history 
is expected to end this week 
as eight women and four men 
deliberate charges of mistreat¬ 
ment ofmentall y-retarded 
children at a privately-oper¬ 
ated home in Alamo. 

Eight witnesses testified 
yesterday, bring to more than 
50 the total heard in 14 court 
days since Sept. 5. 

Judge Betsy Rahn, whose 
calendar today was confined 
to auto traffic cases, t old 
ju r o rs tu —aTlTTOf|n!re“"Tie^ng! 

' “rebuttal witnesses if any’’ | 
tomorrow and taking the case 
under submission Thursday. 

Mrs. Eileen Hanson, ac¬ 
cused of neglect and m-Streat- 
ment of her charges at Stagg 
Manor boarding home, has de¬ 
nied guUt. She said yesterday 
she spanked one boy—a habitu¬ 
al runaway—but did not hurt 
him. 

^-^TeF^son-in-law, B o n al d , 
Hicks, ^0 accusedoFTnis^ 
^^atogihe children, said he 
was innocent. 

Hicks testified yesterday he 
“shook a broom” at one boy 
who had seriously bitten 
another. He also said he gave 
a verbal di'essing-down to a 
runaway in a closed room 
which caused the child to cry. 
Earlier in the trial, Mrs. Min¬ 
nie Hankin, an employe at the 
home, said she had heard a 
beating inflicted. 

Mrs. Hanson, whose illness' 
delayed part of the trial, has 
used a wheel chair in court. 










Jury Finds 
Hanson 

WALNUT CRp^K— c Mrs. 
EUeen Hanson^nd hep son- 
iti-iflw Ronald Hicks^ were 
convicted yestCTday of 
treating mentally retarded 
children in her Stagg Manor 
boarding home at Danville. 

After 16 days of trial, the 
jury of eight women and four 
men deliberated five hours be¬ 
fore returning with their find¬ 
ings against the pair. 

Mrs. Hanson was found 
guilty on two counts of neglect 
and mistreatment of children 
in her charge, and Hicks on 
one count of mistreatment. 

Ironically, the verdict came 
on the very day Mrs. Hick’s 
marked her 54th birthday. 

She will be sentenced Oct. 

19 by Municipal Judge Betsy 
FitzGerald Rahn. 

Hicks, however, was sen¬ 
tenced immediately after ^s- 
^arge ^ Ahe..to>- 
'^bn placing him on proba¬ 
tion for a year and fining him 

$52.50. ^ ^ . 

During the 16 days of tri^ 
—the longest before a jury m 
municipal court history m 
this county—heard a succes¬ 
sion of witnesses for and 
against Mrs. Hicks. Some 
praised her operation of uie 
home for mentally retarded 
children, while others said 
some of her charges were 
mistreated and underfM. 

Defense attorneys ™>mas 
McBride and Ted Merrill 
moved immediately for a new 
trial, a plea which was demed 
by Judge Rahn. 







Mrs. Hanson 
Fined $525. 

In Home Case 

WALNUT CREEK — Mrs. 
Cileen Hanson, who was con- 
icted last week of mistreating 
nentally retarded children at 
ler Stagg Manor boarding 
lome in Danville, has been 
)laced on three years proba- 
ion and fined $525. 
^-HeT^on-in-law, ^o n a 1 d 
licks, :^nd guilty during the" 
.6=day^ry trial on one count 
)I mistreatment, was placed 
)n probation for one year and 
ined $52.50. 

The terms of probation, im- 
)osed yesterday by Walnut 
>reek Municipal Judge Betsy 
i^itzGerald Rahn, call for Mrs. 
lanson to cooperate in every 
vay with Contra Costa County 
health Officer Dr. H. L. Blum 
n the operation of the home. 

Both Hicks and Mrs. Hanson 
ire to comport themselves in 
‘general good behavior.” 

A hearing before state au- 
:horities to determine whether 
Vlrs. Hanson shall retain her 
icense to operate Stagg Ma- 
lor will be held Dec. 3. 



